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The Feudal System in Europe
Feudalism is a form of legal combination and military customs. It flourished in medieval Europe between the 9th and 15th century. The system was used as a way of structuring relationship and society by holding people’s land in exchange for their service or labor. The feudal system appeared in the Frankish lands in the 9th and 10th century (Cheyette, 2016). A dispute had erupted among the scholars concerning whether their institutional basis was either Roman or German; the issue was somehow inconclusive. Some of the scholars insisted that it was Roman while others argued that it was German. It can safely be said that Europe feudalism emerged from the conditions that arose from the disagreements and disintegration of Roman and German institutions. Feudalism spread from France to Spain, Italy and later German. In England, feudalism was imposed by William the Conqueror in 1066. It was then extended to the Slavic lands which were continually fighting new invasions.
Europe feudal characteristics had specific components that defined the system. Division of classes was one of them. The system had three social classes, nobility, clergy and peasantry. Private jurisdiction and landholding system were other elements of the system (Reynolds, 2018). Feudalism was based upon the contracts made by the nobles. In a feudal Europe society, the ownership of land was determined by the king, beneath him a hierarchy of nobles. The most important noble was one who held the land directly from the king, followed by the lesser noble and lastly to a seigneur who held a single manor. The political system of Europe feudal was local and agricultural. Under the manorial system, the peasants and labors acquired their lands from the seigneur. The seigneur permitted them to use the grounds on the condition that they were to offer personal services (Medick, 2016). The feudal system happened to be in existence in the 11th and 14th century, and it rested on times which were unsettled and thus there was a need for vassal protection. The nobility was a military class while the knight was a typical warrior (Brown, 1974). It was expensive to equip the military forces without the obligation to supply the number of armed men. Therefore, the king decided to categories the nobility into dukes, barons, earls and counts, so that the duties and services could be distributed evenly and the military services that varied with customs were fixed because every noble had an obligation to look for solutions.
Feudalism in Europe was considered as an evolving process rather than a static structure. Europe feudalism underwent two evolutional phases. The first phase began with the establishment of barbarian successor states on the collapsed political system of the Roman Empire from the 9th to the 10th century (Brown, 1974).  This phase corresponded with the rural territory where trade was insignificant and uncommon. Ties of vassalage that distinguished the greater and lesser hierarchically linked these territorial aristocracies who were responsible for monopolizing the social means of coercion and the jurisdiction regulation. In this phase, the agrarian economy was producing minimal surplus beyond what was necessary to support the system. Production of the market was low, and there was little income in circulation. Consequentially, the system was predominantly rural and localized.
Phase two of the system evolution was from the mid-11th to the early 14th century. The period brought about dynamic changes in the feudal structure (Brown, 1974). The stage happened due to the substantial growth of population, revival of trade and the diffusion of a monetary economy. During this period there was the growing superiority of the merchant over the producer. The most significant change was the rise in agricultural productivity. The social structures changed especially the growth of the proletariat was the new element. Feudalism benefitted lords, vassals and peasants. The lords helped in gaining the fighting force in their vassals, vassals were protected by their lords, and the vassals acquired land for their service in the military. During the feudal system, ceremonies were conducted; the rituals required the lords and the vassals to be faithful. This kind of treaties and agreements helped shape the development of the European systems as we see them today. In this system, there was power-sharing since it did not allow one person to become too powerful than the king. This became the first step in strengthening the systems and making it fair.
However, the feudal Europe government was faced with challenges. There was no equal treatment of people. For instance, a person who was born as a peasant was supposed to remain in peasantry class of people all his life. This was also the case for someone who was born in the royal family (Cheyette, 2016). Most serfs were peasants, and they had to work three times a day since it was as a form of payment for the protection that the superiors offered them. The peasants were restricted in movement and even during their daily activities, they were not allowed to leave their land.
Feudalism had effectively ended by about 1500. The military shifted from royalty protection to professional fighters thus reducing any claim that a noble had towards power (Reynolds, 2018). The original feudal relationship ceased, and feudalism was abolished starting by Eastern Europe who destroyed serfdom in 1861.
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